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Looked at in retrospect, the armed Algerian struggle of 
national liberation which shook the countryside and the French 
political and military scene between 1954 and 1962 possesses 
a historical significance comparable to that of those great events 
thait have shaped the contemporary world: the 1917 revolu­
tion, the resistance movements against fascism, the Chinese 
proletarian-peasant revolution, the Cuban experience, and the 
valiant Vietnamese armed struggle against colonialism and 
imperialism. In the words of Eric Wolf: 

[T]he Algerian events are important not only because a small 
force of guerrillas challenged a large modern army ( at times the 
number of French troops reached 800,000) and deprived it of 
victory, but also because it gives rue to two influential theories on 
warfare involving peasant population. One is the "theory of revolu­
tionary war," developed and advocated by officers of the French 
army that fought in Algeria, the other is the theory of colonial rev­
olutions put forward by Frantz Fanon.1

*

Mahfoud Benno= was a liaison officer in the Algerian Anny of Na­
tional Li.beration. He is a Ph.D. candidate in anthropology at the Univer­
sity of Michigan. 

* Notes will be found at the end of the article.
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This es.say will focus on the French counter-revolutionary 
doctrine and its effects on 2,300,000 peasants who were sub­
jected to brutal relocations in the centres de regroupements 
during the Algerian revolutionary war. The second most sig­
nificant aspect associated with the application of French counter­
insurgency theories, which must be analyzed in connection 
with these forced settlements, is "the scorched-earth strategy," 
directed against the peasant villages. 

On the eve of the decisive Dienbienphu def eat inflicted 
upon the French army by the Viet Minh, some colonial officers 
were studying not only sociological, anthropological, and psy­
chological works, but also revolutionary writings concerning the 
strategies of mass mobilizaition for the purpose of smashing 
oppressive power relationships. 

The first work to attract the attention of these French 
officers of "psychological warfare" was, paradoxically, Serge 
Chakotin's anti-Nazi pamphlet, The Rape of the Masses. In this 
study, Chakotin suggested that in order to undermine the effec­
tiveness of Nazi propaganda on the German masses, Pavlovian 
psychological conditioning and advertising techniques should be 
utilized. According to him, to influence the masses psychological­
ly to the e�tent of changing their attitudes, "the essential thing 
is to appeal to all sides of the psychical complex, to leave it no 
means of escape; it is not sufficient to play on any chance string; 
the rule is to appeal to every one of the deep-lying instinctive 
bases of the human soul."2 

But the most important doctrinaire of psychological war­
fare, one who had close ties with the French military pro­
ponents of counter-revolutionary strategy, was a French psy­
chologist by the name of George Sauge. According to Wil­
liam Bosworth, Sauge "has organized a 'center for advanced 
study of social psychology' and a movement called Force 
Psychologique. 'Ibis movement seems to have a certain influ­
ence in the French army." Sauge's importance "has been en­
hanced by giving regular courses in psychological warfare to 
... army officers."8 His ideas were enthusiastically received 
by the French counter-revolutionary strategists. In fact, the 
correspondent of Le M onde in Algeria reported, on February 
12, 1960, that "Sauge was the official theoretician of psycho-




































